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Figure 1. Pullet house air speed/static pressure estimating spreadsheet.
A tunnel-ventilated pullet house with light traps is one of the most difficult types of poultry houses to design a ventilation
system for. There are dozens of different types of light traps to choose from, each with differing abilities to reduce the amount
of light entering the house. How much each of these light traps restrict air flow also varies widely and does not necessarily
correspond with their “darkness”. As a result, some light traps are very dark as well as restrictive. Others are not very dark
yet are very easy to pull air through. Still others are both very dark and are very easy to pull air through.
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Complicating matters is that the amount of light trap required depends not only on the air moving capacity of the fans, but
also how well the fans perform under pressure. As you might expect, the more fans installed the more light trap required.
But, what many people do not realize is that the better a fan holds up under pressure (pressure created when pulling air through
fan and inlet light traps) the less light trap is required. So, selecting the right fan can reduce the amount of light trap required
and thus reduce costs, too.
Though there are general guidelines for the amount of light trap a house requires based on the total air moving capacity of the
tunnel fans, these guidelines often leave many questions unanswered. For instance, how much more air speed will I get if
I install two more light traps on my tunnel inlet? Would I get more air speed if I added another tunnel fan and did not install
any additional light traps? What would happen to my air speed if I added discharge cones to my fans without adding any light
traps?
In the past, the answer to these questions would have been very difficult to determine. But, recently a new Excel spreadsheet
has been developed that allows the user to accurately predict the air speed in a pullet house based on the type and number of
fans and light traps installed. All users have to do is to input basic house dimensions, type of light trap they would like to
install on the tunnel inlet as well as on the tunnel fans, the amount of air the fan they plan to install moves at static pressure
ranging from 0.00" to 0.30", the number and condition of the tunnel fans. The spreadsheet then gives a suggested minimum
amount of fan and inlet light trap required. The user can then use this prescribed minimum light trap areas or they can choose
to enter a higher or lower amount if desired. The user can also choose to add evaporative cooling pads to their tunnel inlet
opening. After the data has been entered the spreadsheet then calculates the resulting average air speed as well as the static
pressure along the length of the house (Figure 1). The user can then do things such as change the number of fans and then
add an evaporative cooling pad system and see what would happen to house air speed and static pressure. For instance, adding
a fan to the house in Figure 1 without adding light trap would only increase the average air speed 28 ft/min due to the fact that
the total static pressure would increase from 0.157" to 0.18" (Figure 2). If an evaporative cooling pad system was then
installed in front of the inlet light traps the air speed would decrease 38 ft/min because of the additional resistance/pressure
caused by drawing air through the evaporative cooling pads would significantly reduce the air moving capacity of the fans
(Figure 3).

Figure 2. Fan added without adding light trap to the house in Figure 1.

Figure 3. Adding a six-inch evaporative cooling system to the house in Figure 2.
The spreadsheet has ten different types of light traps from which to choose. Others will be added as performance test data
becomes available. As with any software, there are a number of assumptions made which may affect the accuracy of the
results. Some examples are:
1)
2)
3)
4)

All of the light trap area inputted into the spreadsheet is available to the fans and is not obstructed by tunnel curtains
or light trap framing.
The tunnel inlet light trap is not restricted by “dog houses” or sheds to shade the light trap.
The house is very tight, no air leakage.
Fan and inlet light traps are clean.

It may be beneficial to review the Poultry Housing Tips March, 1998 newsletter, “Light Traps for Breeder Pullet Houses”
before using the spreadsheet. The newsletter goes into more detail on the differences in light traps and how the static pressure
caused by pulling air through them affects fan performance. This 1998 newsletter, as well as the Pullet House Air Speed/Static
Pressure Estimating Spreadsheet, can be found at our web site www.poultryventilation.com.
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